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Guide for Contractors and Project Supervisors

Carrying out Construction Work on Private Domestic Dwellings

Safety, Health and Welfare at Work

(Construction) Regulations 2013
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Our vision:

A country where worker safety, health and welfare and the safe management of chemicals are central to successful enterprise
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INTRODUCTION

This guidance is for contractors who undertake construction work

on private domestic dwellings.

Under the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work (Construction) Regulations 2013,

a Client is a person for whom a construction project is carried out. This now includes a person having construction work carried out on their own home.

The Client’s duties under the regulations include:

· Appointing competent persons to carry out the construction work

· Appointing Project Supervisors for the Design Process and for the Construction Stage where necessary

· Keeping a Safety File

· Sending notification of the works to the Health and Safety Authority where necessary

These changes will affect contractors, as the Client is now required by law, subject to the criteria below, to appoint, in writing, Project Supervisors for their construction work.

Part 1 of this guidance document explains the duties of contractors under the

regulations.

Part 2 explains the duties of Project Supervisors.

Published in 2013 by the Health and Safety Authority, The Metropolitan Building, James Joyce Street, Dublin 1.
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What must a homeowner do?
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Is construction work being carried out?

YES

Is there more than 1 contractor?

NO

Is there a particular risk?

NO

Will the work last more than 30 days (500 person days)?

NO

No Project Supervisors are required

– Hire competent contractors
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Part 1: Duties of Contractors

A contractor is an employer whose employees carry out or manage construction work. This includes self-employed contractors, sole traders etc. The following are some of the duties of the contractor:

· Identify and eliminate hazards, and reduce risks during construction

· Work in a safe manner and take measures to protect workers, the homeowner and their family from the potential dangers of the construction work

· Ensure that relevant employees have a safety awareness card and a construction skills card where required

· Provide employees with site-specific induction

· Monitor compliance and take corrective action

· Co-operate with the Project Supervisor for the Construction Stage (PSCS)

· Provide the relevant extract of your safety statement and relevant information to the PSCS

· Promptly provide the PSCS with information required for the safety file

· Comply with directions of project supervisors

· Report accidents to the Health and Safety Authority and to the PSCS where an employee cannot perform their normal work for more than three days

· Comply with site rules and the safety and health plan, and ensure that your employees comply with same

· Facilitate the Site Safety Representative

· Appoint a safety officer where there are more than 20 on site or 30 employed

· Consult employees and Safety Representatives on safety related issues
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The new additional duties on contractors under

the regulations are:

1. Demonstrate competency

The contractor must demonstrate to the Client that they are competent to complete the work and will allocate adequate resources to complete it safely. The contractor must be able to demonstrate that they can work safely and can manage the risks to their employees and to the homeowner and their family.
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Example 1:

An electrician is engaged as a contractor to rewire a domestic house. The electrician demonstrates to the Client that they are competent by telling the Client of their experience and training.

Example 2:

A contractor is engaged to build a single detached domestic dwelling and also to take on the role of Project Supervisor Construction Stage. They demonstrate to the Client that they are competent to complete both tasks by providing the Client with a safety statement, evidence of training and references from previous clients, etc. They demonstrate that they will allocate adequate resources to complete the work safely by explaining their intentions regarding provision of competent personnel, safety management systems (e.g. planned supervision, regular audits etc.) and safety equipment (e.g. scaffold, PPE etc.).
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